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Results of the August 1996 survey of the pig population 
Halt in cyclical decline in pig production to meet short-term increase in demand 
The pig survey carried out in August 1996 by most of the EU countries showed 
that the pig population has remained stagnant compared to August 1995. Thus, the 
reduction in population which began in 1994 following a cyclical climax has 
stopped and the resumption of production should be seen to continue until the first 
quarter of 1997. 
This recovery is in all probability a result of 
the serious crisis in the beef sector. The shift in 
consumption to poultry meat and pigmeat have 
resulted in sharp rises in prices. Over a mere ten 
weeks or so, the producer price for pigmeat 
increased from ECU 150/100kg to over 
ECU 180/100kg (European average). Over the 
summer, the difference between the price paid to 
the producer and the cost of the feedstuffs 
necessary for fattening increased by over 50% 
compared with the beginning of the year. So the 
profitability of pig-rearing improved noticeably. It 
was only after mid-September that the artificially 
high prices began to level off and at the end of 
October they are still higher than the prices 
observed in January. 
This situation, which is very favourable for 
pig farmers, could only encourage them to resume 
full activities in units that they had gradually 
started to put out of operation when prices were 
becoming less attractive. However, judging from 
the detailed results for the August 1996 survey, 
there were fewer fattening pigs than in August 
1995 (-1.9%). This was no doubt because for the 
time being the supply of piglets ready for fattening 
was inadequate. It should be borne in mind that the 
previous survey conducted in April, very shortly 
after the outbreak of the "mad cow" crisis showed 
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a reduction of 1.5% in the number of pigs 
weighing less than 50kg compared with April 
1995. In the meantime, the piglet population has 
grown again and this could rapidly lead to an 
increase in the number of fattening pigs and hence 
an increase in the amount of pigmeat on the 
market. There was also an upswing in the number 
of mated sows, the number of sows mated for the 
first time particularly increasing by 3.5%. 
Gross indigenous production in 1996 should 
be slightly higher than in 1995. The year started 
with a downward trend but production picked up 
in the second quarter, for which an increase of 
0.7% over 1995 is expected. This upward trend 
should continue until the beginning of 1997, when 
the experts expect a slight drop. However, 
everything will probably depend on consumer 
attitudes to beef. 
Methodology 
Spain has not yet finished processing the survey and 
the data for that country are very provisional. 
For Italy the quarterly development of pig GIP has 
been calculated on the basis of slaughterings 
developments. The level of GIP has been restimated 
back to 1993. The real GIP figures of 1992 have been 
taken as a basis. 
For Greece, Luxembourg and Portugal the pig 
survey in August is optional. 
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SCHWEINEBESTAND IM AUGUST PIG POPULATION IN AUGUST 
1000 STUCK 1000 HEAD 
Version 28 oct 1996 
EFFECTIFS PORCINS EN AOÛT 
1000 TETES 






























































































































































































































































































































































Pigs for fattening (> 50Kg) 
6724 5746 462 4279 
6899 5626 472 4144 
6311 ! 5692 * 512 * 4098 
-8.5 ! 1.2 * 8.5 * -1.1 
Pigs for fattening ( 50-80Kg) 
3779 3133 340 1318 
4085 3043 357 1364 
3534 ! 2968 * 378 * 1382 
-13.5 ! -2.5 * 5.9 * 1.3 
Pigs for fattening ( 80-110Kg) 
2629 2323 113 1258 
2594 2318 114 1337 
2565 ! 2461 * 131 * 1350 
-1.1 ! 6.2 ' 15.2 * 1.0 
Pigs for fattening (>110Kg) 
315 291 9 1703 
220 264 2 1443 
212 ! 263 * 3 * 1366 
-3.5 ! -0.5 ' 125.3 * -5.3 


































































































































EUR 15 EUR 12 DK GR IRL NL FIN# UK 
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BRUTTOEIGENERZEUGUNG VON SCHWEINEN GROSS INDIGENOUS PRODUCTION OF PIGS 
Version 28 oct 1996 
PRODUCTION INDIGENE BRUTE DE PORCS 
1000 STUCK 1000 HEAD 1000 TETES 
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